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First, I need to apologize to everyone, that we missed doing a September/October issue of the 
Streakplate.   We were in active discussion at that time with the City regarding our move to our 
new temporary location.  And as we didn’t know where we would be, we couldn’t plan for any 
activities. 
 
Second, thank you to everyone who volunteered their time and energy for both 
the Gem Storm and our move the following week.  It was amazing to see so 
many of our club members participate.  Thank you all.  Please check out the 
details of Gem Storm and our shop in Club News. 
 

And, last but not least, as this is the Christmas issue of the newsletter, I want 
to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!�
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Our New Home 
Details, Page 2 

See it at the November Meeting! 

Photos 
Gemstorm 
Field Trips 

New Clubhouse 

Chips ‘n Sparks 
The Upper Crust 

Page 4 
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Whew, what a rush.  So much has been happening, that it will take a bit to 
review it all.  So first, let’s talk about Gem Storm.  This year’s show was the 
best yet.  The crowds were so heavy at times, that the volunteers couldn’t keep 
track of the number of visitors.  As such we back tracked by using the door 
receipts.  Our attendance was over 2250 adults and children by this method.  
Last years show was just under 2000.  Sunday was as busy as Saturday which 
is nice to see.  On Sunday night, at the end of the show, we had to almost 
usher people out of the room, as they just wanted to keep on shopping. 
 

Our volunteers were wonderful. Thanks to everyone, who volunteered hours 
or even full days to make this event the success it was.  We tried something new this year at the infor-
mation table.  Club members could show and sell their pieces provided they volunteered to man the 
information table.  It worked out really well, for all involved – a chance for members to sell their 
products (which they did successfully) and a chance to advertise what club members can create at our 
shop.  We had 6 students helping out this year, to accumulate their volunteer hours or to just help out. 
 

The jewellery workshop continues to be very popular with approximately 75 creations each of brace-
lets and earrings as well as some necklaces.  The mine had 530 trips though it.  Just a hive of activity 
in both areas. 
 

We had an ATM in the showroom this year.  It had some problems, especially on Sunday when the 
whole system province wide went down, but in general, this continues to be a very nice addition for 
shopper convenience. 
 

As to advertising, we added radio ads on KROCK this year, as well as another street sign.  CKWS 
came and did an interview with Les for Saturday night news, which probably helped to increase the 
numbers on Sunday.  Kingston This Week and Rob Mooy did an exceptional article talking about our 
club, it’s upcoming move and our Gem Storm show.  They even had follow-up pictures in the next 
issue.  Thank you so much…… 
 

The two grand prize winners this year were Natalie Cox and Susan Napier.  Congratulations and we 
hope that you will enjoy your membership in our club and your courses. 
 

Next , our move and our new location at 623 King Street West (old St John Ambulance building). 
Over the summer, we had packed the library and the multitude of rocks in preparation for our move.  
On Monday and Tuesday, the day after Gem Storm, we finished packing the shop and disconnected 
all of the equipment.  The movers from Frost moved us and the Spinners and Weavers on most of 
Wednesday.  It took them 9 hours to complete the move.  What a job.  While they carted, we tried to 
organize, clean and unpack.  We finished unpacking on Thursday and Friday.  We had a silversmith-
ing class on Thursday night, a junior program on Friday night and a wax casting course on Saturday. 
 

The city was wonderful.  They had re-fixtured the bathrooms, put in new updated electricity connec-
tions, serviced the furnace and cleaned the whole building.  Currently they are installing the plumbing 
to our grinders and sanders.  They paid for the move.  They installed handrails for the steps in front of 
the building.  They made multiple copies of the keys we need to access the building at no charge.  Our 
sincere thanks to Lorraine Thibadeau and Jamie Brash and his crew who made this such a successful 
move. 
 

The pictures of our new site can’t do it real justice (see Page 7). We have  a rock room, a foyer where 
we can hang coats as well as bathrooms which we share with the Weavers and Spinners, a large open 
area room which has the rock cutting/grinding/ sanding/polishing equipment (this room will double as 
our general meeting space), a small storage area for equipment supplies, a storage room for displays, a 
storage room for books/ microwave/coffee pot, and a large room dedicated to our silver smithing/wax 
casting courses.  The lighting is great, much brighter than at the Tett and we have a much better air 
quality.  The overall space although fragmented, is larger than at the Tett.  Over the next few months, 
we will be upgrading the grinders and sanders to diamond belts – so stay tuned.  The large saw was 
moved to Wayne and Wendy’s garage – thank you both so much.  It was too large to fit through the 
doorways and space for it was not possible.  So it will wait in “Cold storage” for our move 
back to the Tett. 
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Continued on Page 4... 

Calling All 
Trilobites!! 

Hello, 
 
My name is Dale and I'm 
a Trilobite collector in 
Winnipeg. If you could 
forward this to anyone in 
your club that collects 
trilobites OR post it on 
your sie, it would be ap-
preciated :-) 
 

Looking for complete, 
collector quality Canadian 
trilobites. Illaenus, Thael-
ops, Isotelus, Nanilleanus 
and Bumastoides or any-
thing out of the ordinary.  
 
Please contact: 
 

Dale 
 

dtb.jordan@shaw.ca 
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Friday November 13th, 6:30PM at the Club 
This will be a combination Open House and Talk by Brad Wilson on 
Gemstones of Southern Baffin Island, Nunavut. 
Baffin Island is host to a wide variety of coloured gemstones, including sapphire, garnet, spinel, io-
lite, tourmaline, lapis lazuli, moonstone, zircon, diopside, scapolite, oligoclase and pargasite.  South-
ern Baffin Island has a documented history of garnet and iolite occurrences dating back to 
1915.  Since then, many additional gemstones have been discovered, including some spectacular 
rough sapphire in 2002.  This talk will illustrate traveling conditions, landscape, wildlife and, of 
course, the gemstones from this vast and beautiful land. 
Brad is a very engaging speaker so do mark this date on your calendar.  We will have snacks and 
drinks available.  Please bring any folding chairs you might have with you as our chair supply is lim-
ited.  The Weavers and Spinners will be having a sale upstairs, so it will be a busy night for everyone. 
 

Friday December 11th, 6:30PM at the Club – Our annual Christmas Potluck 
This is a fun event for everyone in your family.  This year however, we are going to change the for-
mat as we will be working within a much smaller space than the Rotunda.  Instead of a Christmas 
potluck meal, we will have a Christmas Appetizer/ Cheese n Cracker/ Raw veggie/Fruit/ Cookie/
Square type pot luck meal.  This is due to lack of table space for people to eat.  The above modified 
meal can be nibbled on through out the evening.  We would set it up in the silversmithing room with a 
punch and coffee for beverage.  In the large meeting room, we would set up a craft table for juniors 
and members to work on a craft if they wished.  After the craft/potluck get-together we would have 
Christmas caroling and a gift exchange. 
 

This is a very informal night and a great chance to meet up with KLMC friends.  It’s also a nice way 
to start the holidays.  So mark the date on your calendar and bring with you: 

- A present related to the club interests such as a mineral specimen, rock slab, cabochon, piece of 
jewellery or anything else appropriate.  Parents of small children should bring a gift suitable 
for their child marked with their name.  Please wrap your gifts in Christmas paper.  There 
should be a gift for every member (child or adult) attending.  Santa or one of his elves will 
be on hand to help distribute the gifts   

- A contribution to the potluck meal, probably enough for 8 people.  Please call or email Eileen 
Moss (613-384-4439) to let her know what you are planning on bringing or to get sugges-
tions of what is needed to round out the meal.  The club will supply the punch and coffee 

- Folding chairs if you have them as chairs will be in short supply. 
 

NOV 6-8th - 50th Montreal Gem & Mineral Club Annual  Show 
Times: Fri. 4pm-10pm, Sat. 10am-7pm, Sun. 10am-5pm. Location: Place Bonaventure. Admission: 
Adults $7, Seniors $6, Students $5, under 12 free with adult. Features: Precious gems, minerals, fos-
sils, carvings, tools, books, beads and beading supplies, jewellery and jeweller’s supplies. 
Website: www.montrealgemmineralclub.ca . 
 

NOV 11-13th - Miller Museum of Geology: Gemstones, Minerals and Fossils Sale 
Times: 9am-5pm each day. Location: Miller Hall, 36 Union St, Queen’s University. Features: Gem-
stones, minerals, fossils for sale in support of the Miller Museum. Admission: Free 
Don’t miss the museum! 
 

NOV 14th - CMMA Fall Mini-Conference  
Location: The Burlington Arts & Cultural Centre, 1333 Lakeshore Road, Burlington. Contact: Bill 
Lechner at 416-438-8908 or bill.lechner@rogers.com . 
Website:  http://canadianmicrominerals.ca/ . 
  

NOV 21-22th - London Gem and Mineral Show  
Times: Sat. 9am-6pm, Sun 10am-5pm. Location: Western Fairgrounds (Western Fair Entertainment 
Centre - Special Events Building). Features: Over 35 dealers, demonstrators and educational talks. 
Admission: Adults $5, Children $2. Contact: Ken Dardano 519-846-5836 or 
ken.dardano@sympatico.ca 
Website: http://www.gemandmineral.ca/  
 
NOTE: There were no listings available for December.  
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 In Da’ 
House 

Get Out!! 

Right here in 
Kingston!  
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We have signed a lease for this spot until December 2012.  We will be responsible for our own garbage re-
moval and janitorial service. Wayne Hicks has volunteered to be our janitor – Thank you Wayne! But to 
make his job easier, I ask that everyone who uses the facility take care to clean up after yourself as much as 
possible. We need to leave the building in the same condition as we found it. That will be a challenge but can 
be done. I’ve installed new indoor/outdoor carpeting around the equipment to keep the water/mineral oil /
rouge/Tripoli localized.  These will be easy to vacuum and pressure wash as necessary. As we need to re-
move our own garbage and recycling, if you can take some home with you, please do so.  As well we need to 
keep the bathrooms clean and supplied.  The shop instructor has the key to the supplies. We need to shovel 
sidewalks and provide a safe anti-slip surface for members/visitors. We need to be very careful as regards 
parking. The city has stressed, that we don’t park on the grass, but use street parking or park across the street 
at the Portsmouth Harbour. This is probably the easiest, as there is no parking around the perimeter of the 
grounds.  The two spot gravel parking at the building is to be used only for unloading or loading. 
 

As we no longer have access to the Rotunda at the Tett building, we need to reconfigure our monthly meet-
ings to fit our current space. Do read the general meeting details, on how we will manage the November and 
December meetings. 
 

Our field trips over the Spring/Summer/Fall were well attended and very successful.  Alfred had a very busy 
summer doing some extensive field-tripping with many of our members.  Thank you Alfred for a great sea-
son.  Many of the specimens that Alfred has been collecting are donated to our children’s mine – so again 
thank you Alfred. 
 

Alan Howie our club secretary has stepped down from this position.  Wendy Dawes has volunteered to be 
our new secretary.  Thank you both Alan and Wendy for volunteering. 
 

Last but not least, is the reminder that dues are now due before December 31, 2009 to remain a member in 
good standing.  This year’s dues will remain the same as last year at $20 for a family, $15 for an adult and 
$10 for a junior.  Please see the membership renewal form on the last page of the newsletter for your comple-
tion.  In future, once the upgrades are completed to the Tett, dues 
will increase in conjunction with our rent increases, but not yet! 
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Unscramble the words, 
then unscramble the letters 
in each box. 
 
           ACYL �  _ _ _  
 

SSSBETAO_ _ _ _ _ _ �  _ 
 

FPLARESD _ _ _ _ �  _ _ _  
 

     ATNERG _ _ _ �  _ _  
 

         ALPO _ _ _ �   
 

         ACMI _ �  _ _  
 

    CZONRI _ �  _ _ _ _ 
 
Clue:  

The 14th, periodically! 
 

Answer on Page 8 

This section is 
reserved for 

KIDS!!  

GET OUT!!  
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Welcome, and 
thanks Wendy!! 

After the Earth formed billions of years ago, it started 
cooling and its surface elements started oxidizing. It de-
veloped a hard shell, composed mainly of various oxides, 
with silica (silicon dioxide) making up almost half. 
 

This shell, called the “crust” is cracked into many drifting 
pieces called plates, which bump and grind or pull apart 
from each other to produce earthquakes, tsunamis, volca-
noes and mountains. 
 

The crust is relatively thin, compared to the size of the 
Earth, and “floats” on the mantle, a region of much 
denser rock. This is similar to the way ice floats on water, 
so winter is a great opportunity to see plate movement on 
a much smaller scale. 

�����$�

Winter is a great time to witness plate tecton-
ics. As the ice forms, sheets are forced to-
gether, producing ridges. You can even listen 
to the sound of the sheets colliding, straining 
and breaking - which is similar to how seis-
mologists study earthquakes! 

Stay safe! 
Stay on the 

shore! 

Next Kid’s Meeting: November 20th at St 
Johns Hall at 6:15pm. Topic: Making A 
Mineral Set & Identifying Minerals! 
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A warm welcome is extended to the following new members: 

�
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Hans Johan Kamps and Irene McCone –family 
Kieran Dewhurst and Sebastian Romu – family 
Dale and Staney Pietak – family 
Sonya McCormick and Jeff Turncliffe – family 
Tina and Burke Brodie – family 
Lisa and Mark Babcock – family 
Cristy Howitt and Chris Gaudreau – family 
Gema and Adrien Roy Ribeiro Olivo - family 
Cory Gillis and Angela Enman – family 
Marty and Carolyn Povirk – family 
Christine Brown and Tom Roberts – family 
Joe and Gail Majkut – family 

Joanne Kane – adult 
Stephen Bates – adult 
Day Joyner – adult 
Andy Higgs – adult 
Moyra Riley – adult 
Maggie Axford – adult 
Mariel Waddell – adult 
Eileen Davies – adult 
Elizabeth De Vries – adult 
Gary Steadman – adult 
Christine Silveira – adult 
Diane Milina – adult 
Joji Varghese-Aggarwal – adult 
Joan Sharpe – adult 
Jennifer Doak – adult 
Lisa Pope – adult 
Robin Westphal – adult 
Anne Armour – adult 
Gloria Pritchard – adult 
Lindsay Heggie – adult 
Darlene Doner- adult 
Romona Singh – adult 
Ken Karchmar – adult 
Tracy Mc Shane – adult 
Bill Thorkelson – adult 
Carol West – adult 
Celia Mayol – adult 
Patricia Croxford – adult 
Nancy Ball – adult 
Verla Dales – adult 
Jody Smith – adult 
Norine Tousignant - adult 

A Member Passes On... 
Our deepest sympathy is 
extended to the family of 
David Outram, a member 
from Brockville, who up 
until recently was very ac-
tive in the club.  David built 
a display case for us and 
helped to design and create 
our current children’s mine. 

Natalie Cox – adult, winner of 2009 Gem Storm grand prize 
Susan Napier – adult, winner of 2009 Gem Storm grand prize 

Our Youngest Member!
Congratulations are extended to 
Stacey Kirkham and Shawn Ray-

mond on the recent birth of 
Daphne Laura Dawn Raymond 

July 8th at 3:26pm, weighing 7 lbs 
1 oz, and measuring 21.25 inches! 

Obituary 
John Fodi died suddenly, Monday, November 2, 2009 at age 65. 
 

Loving husband to Elizabeth. Sagacious father to Kyla and Alex. Former Technical 
Services Librarian, Faculty of Music Library, University of Toronto, and Head Re-
cordings Cataloguer , Sniderman Recordings Archive. A composer, amateur astrono-
mer, Science Fiction buff and adventurer. This gentle, wise man will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him. 
 

A memorial will be held at Mount Pleasant Visitation Centre, on Friday, November 
13th at 3pm. The family welcomes all forms of tribute at this informal gathering. There 
will be readings by several people and all are welcome to speak or send any words you 
wish read. If you would like to play a piece of music or sing to celebrate his life this is 
also possible. There is an organ in the balcony section of the chapel. If you have any 
pictures or mementoes you would like to share please bring them. 
 

If you wish to send flowers please send them for Friday delivery to: 
 

Mount Pleasant Visitation Centre 
375 Mount Pleasant Road. 
Toronto, Ontario. 
Phone# 416-485-5572 

Current members are reminded to re-
mit their membership dues by year’s 
end. The form can be found on Page 8 
of this newsletter. If you do not have 
access to a printer, you can jot down 
the necessary info on a slip of paper 
and submit it with your fees.  
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 by Eileen Moss 
All of our current courses are full but we will be having more courses in the New Year, beginning in 
January.  I will be emailing members once I get the beginner and experienced courses planned.  If you 
would like to be placed on a waiting list for a beginner course, please email Eileen at 
emoss@cogeco.net. 
 
The workshop will be open until Wednesday December  16.  Lapidary work and unsupervised 
silversmithing can be done any Tuesday or Wednesday evening from 630-830PM.  Other available 
times can best be checked by reviewing the online calendar at: 

http://kingston.lapidary.googlepages.com/calendar   
This site will have a complete listing of what’s happening at the club. 

 

2010 Membership Renewal Form 
 

Name________________________________________________________ 
 

     If Family: 
     Spouse Name_______________________________________________ 
     Child(rens) Name(s)__________________________________________ 
 
 

Postal Address 
     Street______________________________________________________ 
     City_______________________________________________________ 
     Province___________________________________________________ 
     Postal Code_________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number_________________________________________________ 
Email Address_________________________________________________ 
 
Dues are payable before December 31, 2009 
 

Any new members who have joined us this Fall are considered to be paid up until December 2010.. 
 

Dues are: 
$20 for a family 
$15 for an adult 
$10 for a junior 
 

Dues can be paid either at a general meeting or by sending a cheque payable to Kingston Lapidary and Mineral 
Club mailed to: 
 

Kingston Lapidary and Mineral Club 
623 King Street West, 
Kingston, ON K7M 2E7 
 

Please include this completed membership renewal form with your cheque. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. �����(�
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CLAY 
ASBESTOS 
FELDSPAR 
GARNET 
OPAL 
MICA 
ZIRCON 
 

Answer: SILICON�


